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Effective critical thinking questions

Assess the following questions/tasks in light of each of the identified criteria. Afterwards, suggest how each might be improved as a critical challenge, using computer assisted learning and teaching where effective. 

	Typical tasks/questions
	Criteria for effective CT

	What information is found in an atlas? in a dictionary?

Possible improvement:


	
requires reasoned judgment? 


likely to be perceived meaningful?


fosters significant curricular understanding? 


limits required background knowledge?



	Compare and contrast the two “items (e.g., leaders, literacy characters, regions, proposed solutions, artworks).

Possible improvement:


	
requires reasoned judgment? 


likely to be perceived meaningful?


fosters significant curricular understanding? 


limits required background knowledge?



	After reading the first half of the story, what do you think will happen to the main character?

Possible improvement:


	
requires reasoned judgment? 


likely to be perceived meaningful?


fosters significant curricular understanding? 


limits required background knowledge?



	Write a report explaining why outsourcing is beneficial.

Possible improvement:


	
requires reasoned judgment? 


likely to be perceived meaningful?


fosters significant curricular understanding? 


limits required background knowledge?




Designing critical challenges


	Prompts
	Sample critical challenges
	Sample critical challenges

	Critique the piece

Students assess the merits/ shortcomings of a person, product or performance (which may be teacher-provided or student-produced).


	
	

	Judge the better or best

Students judge from among two or more options (teacher-provided or student-generated) which best meets the identified criteria. 


	
	

	Rework the piece

Students transform a product or performance in light of additional information or an assigned focus, perspective, genre, etc. 


	
	

	Decode the puzzle

Students suggest and justify a proposed solution, explanation or interpretation to a confusing or enigmatic situation. 


	
	

	Design to specs

Students develop a product that meets a given set of criteria/conditions. 


	
	

	Perform to specs

Students perform or undertake a course of action that meets a given set of criteria/conditions.
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